TO HIS SON, ON EDUCATION.	0
ual eloquence, who speaks properly and accurately, will have a great advantage over those who speak incorrectly and inelegantly.
The business of Oratory, as I have told you before, is to persuade people; and you easily feel, that to please people is a great step towards persuading them. You must then, consequently, be sensible how advantageous it is for a man who speaks in public, whether it be in Parliament, in the Pulpit, or at the Bar (that is, in the Courts of Law), to please his hearers so much as to gain their attention, which he can never do without the help of Oratory. It is not enough to speak the language he speaks in, in its utmost purity, and according to the rules of grammar: but he must speak it elegantly; that is, he must choose the best and most expressive words, and put them in the best order. He should likewise adorn what he says by proper metaphors, similes, and other figures of rhetoric ; and he should enliven it, if he can, by quick and sprightly turns of wit. For example, suppose you had a mind to persuade Mr. Maittaire * to give you a holyday, would you bluntly say to him, Give me a holyday ? That would certainly not be the way to persuade him to it. But you should endeavour first to please him and gain his attention, by telling him that your experience of his goodness and indul-
* Michael Maittaire, well known as an excellent scholar and the author of several works on classical antiquity. His parents were French Protestants, who had left their native country on the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. Nevertheless, as M. Weisa tella us in the Bibliographic Universelle," Maittaire dans plusieurs circonetances "a loufi les quality de Louis XIV. et rendu justice & ses intentions " avec franchise et loyautfi " He died in 1747, at the age of seventy-nine.